The Albino Project

by Pieter Hugo

Pieter Hugo’s portraits of albinos are actually fragments of mirrors. When you really look, those pale, transparent eyes, that hair of a color without color, that fragile and delicate skin, they really tell us about ourselves. They bring out fears and our prejudices to the surface.

 “An albino is a person, not a condition”, Manaliso Ngcobo, 27, of the Albino Association in South Africa rightly states. And yet these people become a kind of model for diversity and of our ability to confront and share in it. Culture doesn’t even come into play here – there are no issues of race or religion. It is nature pure and simple, mocking perhaps, more stepmother than mother, but still nature. Albinism is in fact a genetic condition that can strike men and women of different races. The condition is an absence or deficiency of melanin, the protein that gives color to skin. The main consequences are a characteristic vulnerability of the skin, leading to a high risk of cancer, and vision problems. But even so these are not the worst things that albinos must put up with. Worse that these things is the ignorance and prejudice that force them to live like outcastes, rejects of the human race, and at the same time exposes our latent xenophobia. Pieter Hugo has chosen to look right into their eyes to make us ask ourselves at least one question and voice one doubt: after all who can say what angels are made of?
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